
Creative Writing Syllabus 

Instructor: Mrs. Mitchell 

Email: kmitchell@jajags.com 

Office Hours: 7:30-8:00am Mon.-Thurs. and after school by appt. 

Professional Mission Statement: As a creative writing teacher, I will conduct myselt 

with great professionalism and a positive attitude. I will use best practices for instruction 

and assessment, communicate clearly and effectively, and collaborate with families, 

communities, and colleagues. 

Course Description: This course is designed to give students the opportunity to think 

and write creatively. It will provide students a break from formal essay writing and open 

their imagination and passion for the written word. Anne Frank said, “I can shake off 

everything as I write; my sorrows disappear, my courage is reborn.” Creative writing can 

heal, encourage, excite, clarify, remind, and inspire. This class is the beginning for you 

to become a playwright, a poet, a songwriter, lyricist, a story teller, a blogger, a critic, a 

journalist, and the list goes on and on! Topics explored include journaling, playwriting, 

autobiographies, fairy tales, mystery, and poetry. 

Required Materials:  

Loose-leaf paper in a binder with dividers  

Pens/Pencils  

1 Composition Journal  

Laptop/Chromebook 

Quarter Plan of Action: Units of Study (Please note that this is subject to change)  

Unit 1: Aug. 15-29 Writing a Fractured Fairy Tale 

Unit 2: Aug. 30-Sept. 13 Writing a One-Act Play 

Unit 3: Sept. 14-Sept. 28 Writing a Mystery 

Unit 4: Oct. 1-Oct. 10 Poetry 

In addition, you will be writing a 10-chapter autobiography of your life up to this time. 

You will begin writing this during the first week of class. 

Grading Categories: 

Writing projects/assignments (homework and in-class) 70% 

Journals (completed entries): 20%  

Final Exam: 10%  
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Schoolwide Grading Scale: 

100-90=A  

89-80=B  

79-70=C  

69-60=D  

59-below=F  

Classroom Policies and Procedures 

Expectations:  

RESPECT YOURSELF – Strive for outstanding attendance, bring all necessary 

supplies every day, be an active participant, and abide by the school-wide dress code.  

RESPECT OTHERS - Actively listen, be on time, no use of profanity. Words travel fast. 

Think before you speak.  

RESPECT PROCEDURES – Take your safety and the safety of others seriously. 

Electronic devices offer many opportunities to waste time. Laptops and Chromebooks 

may only be used for academic purposes! 

RESPECT our classroom – NO FOOD, but please bring a water bottle. I will allow gum, 

but I don’t want to see or hear it. Please dispose of it in the trash, and not under the 

desk, when you are finished chewing it.  

Inappropriate behavior that affects your learning and the learning of others will not be 

tolerated. This includes the schoolwide tardy and cell phone policies. The 

consequences for not following the policies and procedures are as follows:  

 1st infraction-student/teacher conference 
 2nd infraction-teacher notifies guardian by phone and speaks to the student 
 3rd infraction-teacher notifies guardian and detention is assigned 
 4th infraction-referral to office 
 5th infraction-parent/student/administration meeting at school 

 

Restrooms: Students may leave one at a time to use the restroom or get a drink at my 

discretion. All students must use the sign-in/sign-out log. 

Schoolwide Cell Phone Policy: All phones will be placed and remain in the cell phone 

holder for the entirety of the class. They are not allowed to be taken with you during 

restroom breaks.  

 



 

 

Academic Policies 

Homework: Homework is due the next day that class meets unless otherwise stated. 

Other students are dependent on your work being on time (projects, peer review 

workshops, etc.). I understand that you have a life outside of the classroom, so if you 

know you will be unable to complete an assignment by the due date, please speak with 

me ahead of time.  

Late Work: I don’t except late work unless you have asked and received an extension 

beforehand.  

Absences/Tardiness: Excessive absenteeism and tardiness will make it difficult to 

succeed in this class. It is your responsibility to obtain and to make up any work due to 

absences or tardies. For each day of absence, you will have TWO days after your return 

to submit the work with no late penalty.  

Cheating and Plagiarism: During our course of study, we will be reviewing how to cite 

properly. Intentional plagiarism and cheating are not allowed and both offenses will 

result in an automatic zero for that assignment. In addition, JA administration will be 

notified.  

Last, but certainly not least, I’m looking forward to being your teacher. I’m also looking 

forward to meeting your families. Please do not hesitate to contact me at any time with 

questions, comments, concerns, suggestions, etc. The best way to reach me is by 

email: kmitchell@jajags.com.  

Please indicate that you have read and agree to this syllabus by signing the attached 

sheet and returning it by Friday, August 17. Thank you!  

Mrs. Mitchell  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



We have read, understand, and agree to the terms of this syllabus for Mrs. 

Mitchell’s 9th grade English class. 

 

Print student name: _______________________________________ 

 

 

Student signature    Date 

 

Parent/Guardian signature    Date 

 

 

Parent/Guardian Contact Information 

 

Parent/Guardian: _________________________________________ 

 

Cell Phone #: ____________________________________________ 

 

Email: ___________________________________________________ 

 

 


